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Conclusion.

Lessons to learn - This system is a clear example of the 
overlapping relations between culture and landscape. The 
land became the primary source of knowledge, the under-
standing of the land became their most important message 
to pass down. This knowledge not only meant the economic 
survival of a community but also the tangible representation 
of their identity and their life.

From this system we can learn the importance in the 
knowledge of spatial and seasonal distributions that allow 
for a sustainable and coherent use of resources and can 
be matched with active and diverse human conditions. The 
understanding of biological cycles, in this case the behaviour 
and migratory patterns of animals, is key to adapt water 
systems into responding to these behaviours, adjusting 
in order to allow for increased or decreased productivity, 
depending on the needs.

Essentially, this system exemplifies a dimension of an eco-
cultural landscape, where local ecology is not significantly 
altered, yet it is strategically enhanced, resulting in a more 
sustainable and resilient management of the land. It shows 
that a highly functional system does not need large and 
strongly invasive alterations in nature and can be built and 
sustained with only local resources.  

Finally, it also exemplifies the value in maintaining and 
spreading traditional ecological knowledge, where both 
tangible and intangible factors  create a distinctive cultural 
landscape that should always be present in the  future 
developments of the land.

Ethnographic and Identity values - This system remains an 
important part of the cultural identity for the Gunditjmara 
people. It reaffirms their presence in the land from thou-
sands of years ago, and the extensive knowledge of their 
environment continues to be carried through generations.

Landscape Value - The system is born because of the 
changes and special characteristics within the landscape. 
The major input for the system is found within the land, the 
materials, the soil and the water. The human activities and 
movement are determined by the functioning of the larger 
system.

Functional Value - The system provided the main economic 
and social base for the Gundtijmara people for thousands of 
years. The system also allowed them to manage the water 
during heavy rain winters.

Sustainability Value - The system entirely uses materials 
which are found locally within the same natural resources. 
The knowledge of the Gunditjmata people in regards to the 
natural cycles allowed for the understanding of scarcity and 
abundance of resources, and working with nature instead of 
against it. 

Strategic Value - The location of the system is in favour 
of the natural course of the water, taking advantage of the 
topography and soil conditions resulting from the volcanic 
eruption and lava flow. This condition also allows for the use 
of Basalt rock for most of the structures within the system. 
Other materials grow naturally on the site.

Architectural Value - It presents a remarkable knowledge 
and experience within hydrology and the natural processes 
surrounding the site, being present and functioning for 6000 
years. The construction and materials adapt to the natural 
landscape and the use.
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